PCAHS
Pi ke County Archives &
Hi story Society Newsletter

Vol une | January 1990 Nunmber 1
Mur f reesboro, Arkansas 71958

hkhkkhkhkhkkhhhkhhdhhhhhdhhhhhdhddhdhdhhdhhdhhddhdhddhddhdhdhdhdhhhddhdhdddddhrdrdrdrdrdrdrdxdrdrxdx

Co- Edi tors: Jan McGalliard & Dorothy Partain
Contributing Editor: Dee Baggett

Qur Newsl etter has no permanent address at this time but correspondence
regardi ng queries, nenbership dues and any other information may be
addressed to:

Jan Jackson McGalliard Dor ot hy Kennedy Partain
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NOTES from t he ED TORS

This is our first newsletter. It has been in the tal king stage for the

past year. W are still not sure of the format and several other smal
details. We need a permanent |ogo and a nane for our newsletter. Any
suggestions will be wel coned. W woul d appreci ate any constructive

suggestions for the success of our newsletter.

The Pi ke County Archives and History Society neets the first Thursday

ni ght of each nonth from6:30 until 9:30 in the Mirfreesboro Minicipa
Bui | di ng. The Municipal Building is |ocated directly opposite the

Mur freesboro Post Office. The 6:30 to 7:30 tine period is set aside so
that nmenbers and guests may exchange information on fanmlies, history, or

i deas about nethods of researching and to give everyone an opportunity to
soci alize once a nonth. Business nmeeting is held from7:30 until 9:30. You
will find on the |ast page of the newsletter a list of the Oficers and

i nformati on regardi ng menbershi p dues.

BY LAWS

Upon request PCAHS By Laws may be viewed at the office of the PCAHS
| ocated on the third floor of the court house.

ATTENTI ON

Just back fromthe printers
and for sale from PCAHS

"THE EARLY H STORY OF Pl KE COUNTY ARKANSAS"
"The First One Hundred Years"

Thi s book contains over 250 pages and has many phot ographs and interesting
facts about early life in Pike County. Now fully indexed. Price is $12.00
and all proceeds got to PCAHS. The $12.00 price includes postage. Don't

m ss this great bargain! Contact any nmenber of PCAHS or either of the
Editors and order your copy.



BI TS OF H STORY

Pi ke County was originally a part of Henpstead and Cl ark Counties, both
fornmed in 1818 by the |l egislature of Mssouri. On Novenber 1, 1833 the
Territorial Legislature (Arkansas) passed on the organization of Pike
County. Elijah Kelley and Henry Brewer were appoi nted as conm ssioners to
find a seat of justice for the newly fornmed county. Asa Thonpson was the
only man living in the area at this tinme and a post office had been set up
in the Thonmpson honme and give the nane of Zebul on. A | og courthouse was
quickly built with a small frane house for the clerk's office. Zebul on at
that time was only a settlenent which had been hacked out of the wilderness
by a few hardy pioneers. In 1836 the year that Arkansas becane a State the
nane Zebul on was changed to Murfreesborough (later Mirfreesboro) and has
remai ned the county seat until this day.

H STORI C PLACES, COVMUNI TI ES & BUI LDI NGS
Pi ke County Courthouses 1836-1933

The first county courthouse was a log structure built in 1836. The first
and original courthouse supposedly stood near the spot where the present
court house now stands. In the spring of 1855 the original building burned
and all the county records to that date were lost. In 1856 the county court
ordered the erection of a new courthouse. The contract to build this new
court house was given to Mdses and Jackson Brock. It was a two-story frame
bui | di ng surmounted by a cupola. In 1895 the courthouse agai n burned
destroying all records up to that date. In 1897 a brick building was built
in the sane location and stood until the county decided to build a new one
whi ch was conpleted in March of 1933. This is the courthouse that now
stands in Murfreesboro the county seat of Pike County, Arkansas.

ACTI VI TI ES

Activities of the PCAHS include restoring and preserving the pricel ess

hi story of Pi ke County, Arkansas. One such activity took place on the cold,
wet and dreary Sunday norning of April 10, 1988. A nunber of the
descendants of the Sparks family and some nenbers of the PCAHS net at Keith
Self's Chevron Station to start the journey to the Sparks Cenmetery which is
| ocated on the banks of the Little Mssouri River in Caney Fork township
This cemetery is on the property which was originally owed by Henry S.
Sparks (1804-1864) an early settler of the Pike County area.

The journey to this sadly neglected and al nost forgotten cenetery was
nearly as difficult as the restoration and fencing that took place that
day. After driving down a creek bed through some large ruts and gullies
and over many small trees, it was finally decided that we would have to
wal k to reach our destination. Upon our arrival we cut down trees, dug
fence posts holes, drove steel posts, and cl eared underbrush. Wen |unch
time arrived we shared a pot luck "feast"” on the tail gate of a pick-up
truck. After our lunch we stretched four foot |ong-fencing conpletely
around the cenetery. We also installed a nmetal sign. Al the material and
| abor was donated by PCAHS and sone Sparks descendants.

Si xt een unmar ked graves were found. One of the narked graves was a child
Sarah Adaline Brown born March 1850 died Cctober 23, 1852. Sarah Adaline
Sparks was the daughter of Robert S. and Jane (Sparks) Brown was the
daughter of Robert S. and Jane (Sparks) Brown and the granddaughter of
Henry J. SparKks.



W& ended our day wet, dirty and hungary but cel ebrated our days work and
sense of acconplishnment at "The Station"” Restaurant, a historical building
in Murfreesboro, drinking tea, coffee and colas. Everyone's hel p and
encour agenent was deeply appreci at ed.

WANTED

Interesting artifacts, nmenorabilia, etc. to display in our display case in
the foyer of the Pike County Courthouse. This case is |ocked and reasonably
protected. It now displays some of the relics pertaining to the history of
Pi ke County, which includes letters, pictures, books, magazi nes and sone

| oose papers. It needs new artifacts every three nonths. Please consider
sharing your "finds" so that everyone can enjoy them Look in "Mama's A d
Trunk” or in the attic, you will be surprised at the wonderful things you
will find. Everyone has at |east a few old photographs, old tax receipts,
cl ass pictures. Perhaps you have a picture of the way "downtown" | ooked 50
years ago or a "book" that "Papa" kept the farm expenses recorded i n when
you were a child. Anything which depicts the way our famlies lived in the
past is of interest.

ARCHI VES

A few of the things which can be found in our Archives:

The Pi ke County Arkansas Federal Census

Fam|ly Histories File

A d Newspapers

Phot ogr aphs of Peopl e and Pl ace of Pike County

Some early courthouse records dating fromafter the last fire 1895 to 1970
One tax book before the fire of 1895

SURNAME FI LE

The Surnanme File is a 5x6 card file which lists each person's fanmly
surname with dates that are being researched. Please submt your Pike
County famly nanes so that other researchers will know you are working on
a particular Surnane. This Editor has received sone of her best information
using the Surname File to contact others working on the same Surnane.

Pl ease submt your Pike County famly nanes for the Surnane File.
Menbership is not required to take advantage of this service. W will be
happy to type the information on the file cards for you if you will submt
your dat a.

QUERI ES

Al Queries FREE to Menbers
QLI VER Ms. Altha Alder, P.O Box 235, Soper, K 74759 is
GLOVER researching the OLI VER, GLOVER, and HENSON
HENSON surnames woul d appreci ate any hel p.
HASLEY Ms. Linnie Brooks MIIls, #7 Lakeshore Drive, Corpus
CROW Christi, TX 78413 interested in any information on the
W NGFI ELD HASLEY, CROW or WNGFI ELD families of Pike County,

Ar kansas.

ALFORD M's. Linda Meek, 3514 Baywood Drive, Shreveport, LA
RAY 71118 needs hel p and advi se on researching the ALFORD

and RAY families of Pike County, Arkansas.



FREE
Limted Tine Ofer

Dor ot hy Kennedy Partain, Co-Editor of the PCAHS and a geneal ogy researcher
will do two hours of Free research for ALL nenbers of the Pike County
Archives and Hi story Society at her convenience. ONE TIME ONLY to those
who request it PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS ONLY. Free research by Ms. Partain
requires a self-addressed stanped #10 envel ope plus copyi ng and post age
costs and of course sufficient information regarding fam |y nanes, dates,
etc. More research requires a donation to PCAHS. You may wite to Dorothy
if you need further information on this offer at the foll owi ng address:

Dor ot hy Kennedy Partain
P.O Box 238
Mur f reesboro, AR 71958

TIPS ON RECEI VI NG ANSVERS TO YOUR QUERI ES

ALWAYS i nclude a sel f-addressed stanped #10 envel ope in EVERY letter if
you are requesting infornmation.

TRY to keep your letter to one page. This is one of the nost difficult
things to do when requesting geneal ogical information.

Be SPECIFIC if possible regardi ng dates, places, etc. If you are vague
about your request it is very likely that you will NOT receive an answer.

If you do receive an answer to your queries please renenber to wite the
sender a THANK YOU. You never know when you may wi sh to have this person
assist you again. If you were KIND they will not hesitate to help you the
next tine.

MORE FREE HELP FOR NEW MEMBERS

Dee (Hensl ey) Baggett has access to privately held papers dating back to
the 1850's which pertain to Pike County, Arkansas. The majority of these
records are for |and transactions which took place in Pike County, Arkansas
before the Gvil War and after. This material has not been catal ogued so

it is difficult to know exactly what is contained in every record. The
earliest record that has been found anong these papers is the original |and
(patent) record issued to Seaborn Reed (Certificate No. 7024) recorded Vol .
14, page 368) fromthe CGeneral Land Ofice of the United States of America
on 01 March 1855 and signed by President Franklin Pierce. A few of the

ot her surnanes which are used anmong these nmany records are: SPARKS, W SNER
MJURDOCK, OSBORN, FRANKLIN, SLIGH, GLANTON, to nane only a few If any new
menber woul d like nore information regarding these records, you may wite
to Ms. Baggett as follows:

Dee Bagget t
Rt. 3 Box 336-C
Amity, AR 71921

Pl ease include a #10 sel f-addressed stanped envel ope when requesting any
i nformation.



PUBLI CATI ONS FOR SALE
"The Early History of Pike County, Arkansas" $ 12.00

1870 Pi ke County Arkansas Printed U. S. Census
by Dorot hy Kennedy Partain 15. 00

The Diary (Fam |y Hi story)
Carlton Denny of Delight 3.00

The Story of the Dianond M ne published 1989
by Bobbi e Hendri x 6. 00

The A d Tinme Chronicle

by Karron Cox

1989 back issues

when ordering the above

back i ssues pl ease

specify the copy (nonth)

you wi sh to receive each copy only 2.00

Al'l Proceeds Go to PCAHS

W would like to nention that the material which appears in the newsletter
under the headings BITS OF H STORY and H STORI C PLACES, COVMUNI TI ES &

BUI LDI NGS was obt ai ned from pages 15 through 18 of the book which is
avai |l abl e for sale from PCAHS: "THE EARLY H STORY OF PI KE COUNTY,
ARKANSAS". We hope that you will consider adding this book to your library.

VWE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

We hope that you have enjoyed this first issue of our newsletter and wll
consi dering beconming a new nenber if you are not already with us. W
realize that there will be numerous ni stakes made but we have tried to
proof read and verify everything possible. Try to keep in mnd that we have
no paid staff - only dedicated volunteers - who have hones, famlies, jobs,
just like you. Volunteers who give up their own tine to try and preserve
and restore the history of our county. This newsletter will not survive

wi t hout your support and encouragenent so pl ease share your geneal ogi cal
and historical material for publication and consider becom ng a nenber of
our Society.

If you have a famly reunion planned for this spring or sunmer please
contact one of our editors by mail or phone and give themthe tine, date,
etc. so that we may publish this information for others who m ght be
interested in attending and seeing old friends and maki ng new ones.

If you have news or bits of interest for the newsletter please share it
with us, we are always happy to hear fromour nenbers and readers. If you
have suggestions which will make our newsletter better, make our
menbership grow, or are able to do volunteer research in our Archives we
wi || appreciate your thoughts and hel p.

We hope that we will soon have representatives and nenbers fromall parts
of our county and that this newsletter is only the first of many.
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